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Both South Africa and Argentina attempted national reconciliation processes following protracted periods of internal strife, loss of life and civil war.  This paper focuses on the media’s role in South Africa’s apartheid and Argentina’s dirty war, before, during and after each nation’s official efforts at healing and forgiveness.  Although the long-term results remain unclear, both the “Truth and Reconciliation” and the “Missing People National Commission” proceedings were accompanied by intensive media breast-beating and analysis.  What are the heuristics and possible lessons that might inform future efforts in transitional nations?  The two case studies are supplemented by observations of media behavior in conflict resolution processes elsewhere, including Ireland/Northern Ireland and the Balkans.
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